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Allow me, as President of the Provincial Council for 

Alava, to invite you to read through the publication 

you have in your hand which will open your eyes to 

a new discovery. I am sure you will be pleasantly sur-

prised.  

The Province of Alava is the biggest in area and the 

least populated of the provinces in the Autonomous 

Community of the Basque Country. Perhaps due to 

this, or for the retiring nature of its inhabitants, it is 

the least well known. Its strategic location has placed 

it at the crossroads of trade routes since time imme-

morial. Currently, it is the major logistic hub in the 

north of the Iberian Peninsula.  

Alava’s economy is very industrialized. It is capable 

of competing in a global market,  thus placing it far 

above the European average for various economic in-

dicators, as you will be able to see in this document.

These results are the fruits of the effort, day in day out, of thousands of the hard-working and 

qualified people who work in our companies; rigorous people, highly skilled thanks to an excel-

lent education system, both for vocational training and university education, capable of meeting 

the challenges of today’s companies. 

This high level of wealth allows our citizens to enjoy internationally recognized levels of environ-

mental protection, of quality of life, and of social welfare. In Alava, the proximity and the quality 

of both the health and the social services, and the network of social-cultural and sports installa-

tions stand out. These and other factors enable Alava to be feature among the highest figures in 

the world in the human development indexes (HDI).

I hope that this publication will contribute to making our province better known. I am convinced 

it will be simple way to find out more about our strengths. We have great potential both from an 

economic and an environmental point of view, not forgetting our historical heritage and our wine 

and culinary traditions, as well as our social and urban model.  

In short, Alava is a great place in which to invest, to enjoy and to live. It is a region which, as Pres-

ident of the Provincial Council,  I would like you to visit and then judge first-hand the possibilities 

and opportunities which it offers. I invite you to do so and to join the hundreds of companies with 

foreign capital who have already done so and which are now enjoying their stay in this province. 

We will be waiting.  

Ramiro González Vicente

President of the Provincial Council for Alava
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Alava has a surface area of 3,037 km2 and a popula-

tion of 325,000 inhabitants, 250,000 of whom reside 

in the capital, Vitoria-Gasteiz.

It is considered to be one of the most attractive places 

in the southwest of Europe in which to invest. A highly 

industrialized province with an open economy capable 

of competing in a global world. 

Since the middle of the 20th Century Alava has pro-

gressed enormously, reaching a spectacular level of 

economic activity. Its unbeatable strategic location, 

logistics connectivity, the availability of industrial land, 

production network, very highly qualified labour force 

and a high standard of living are key concepts for fac-

tories of large global brands that operate in Alava, and 

their value chains, to continue growing and increas-

ing their investment in this province. A situation to 

which Alava contributes by promoting its competitive 

strengths and adding other factors such as technolog-

ical commitment, internationalization of companies, 

intelligent specialization, the generation of talent and 

promotion of entrepreneurship.

This economic development has evolved in a balanced 

way with a well thought out environmental manage-

ment –over half the province is classified as protected 

areas–. Alava has a privileged natural habitat which 

houses the largest diversity of climates, habitats, and 

animal and plant species in the Basque Country. A 

province in which the landscape, valuable historic her-

itage, culture, international events and excellent gas-

tronomy are all worth discovering.

The quality of its social, educational and health ser-

vices have led to its population boasting one of the 

highest human development indices in the world. 

Because of all the above, Alava and its capital Vito-

ria-Gasteiz are a location to invest in, to discover, and 

to live in. 

Alava is for you.

Bilbao

Donostia-San Sebastián

Vitoria-Gasteiz

BASQUE COUNTRY
A COMMUNITY WITH SELF-GOVERNMENT

Alava Provincial Government Palace, Vitoria-Gasteiz Virgen Blanca Square, Vitoria-Gasteiz

ALAVA FOR YOU

Cantabrian Sea

ARABA/ÁLAVA

The Autonomous Community of the Basque Country is made up 

of the Historic Territories of Araba/Alava, Bizkaia and Gipuzkoa. 

Their respective capitals are: Vitoria-Gasteiz –also the administra-

tive capital of the Basque Country– Bilbao and Donostia-San Se-

bastián.

The Basque Country has its own tax system, with the capacity to 

regulate taxes and the autonomy to manage and levy taxes. The 

Basque public administration has authority over Health, Education 

and Culture, Industry and Trade, Housing and the Environment, Ag-

riculture and Tourism, Employment and Social Protection, Policing, 

Transport and Publics Works, and Hydraulic Resources.
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U N B E A T A B L E
STRATEGIC LOCATION IN SOUTHWESTERN EUROPE

ALAVA TO INVEST IN • LOCATION ALAVA TO INVEST IN • LOCATION

The Port of Bilbao is the most important in the south of the European Atlantic Arc. It has 
a regular connection with 800 ports around the world. 

Over 15,000 trucks daily, mostly international, drive through Alava along the E-05 ( AP-1, A-1), the main artery 
of the route Paris-Madrid-Lisbon.

El eslabón clave entre el Arco 
Atlántico de Europa y los Ejes 
Norte-Sur y Este-Oeste de la 
Península Ibérica.

A medio camino entre el centro 
de Europa y el norte de África.

En un paso obligado de la Red 
Prioritaria Transeuropea del 
Transporte Terrestre.

En el centro de la Ruta París-
Madrid-Lisboa.

Junto a dos importantes puertos 
cargueros: Puerto de Bilbao, 
Puerto de Pasajes.

En un entorno inmediato de 4 
millones de personas.

The key link between the Atlantic 
Arc of Europe and the North-
South and East-West Axes of the 
Iberian Peninsula.

Midway between the centre of 
Europe and North Africa.

On an essential stage of the 
Overland Transport Trans 
European Priority Network.

In the centre of the Paris-
Madrid-Lisbon Route.

Also two important freight ports: 
Bilbao Port, Pasaia Port.

In an immediate setting of 4 
million inhabitants.

ALAVA TO INVEST IN

The history of the Province of Alava has been marked, 

since the period of the Roman Empire, by its location 

as a strategic spot in the connection over the West of 

the Pyrenees between the centre of Europe and the 

Iberian Peninsula. 

Alava took on a relevant role in the Middle Ages due 

to its axial situation at the crossroads of trade routes 

and neighbouring kingdoms, also being a vital passage 

for the route of the St James’ Way through the north. 

The strategic value of Alava was strengthened with the 

consolidation of the network of communication axes 

in Spain  –traced in a radial shape from Madrid–: in 

the XVIII Century the Royal Postal Road, an essential 

passage that crossed the province to connect the cap-

ital of the kingdom of Spain with France and, in the 

middle of the XIX Century, the railway line that con-

nects Madrid with France via Irun, which is the origin 

of the current trans-European route of overland trans-

port Paris-Madrid-Lisbon across the peninsula.

The convergence in the province of this route with the 

transversal axis that connects the east with the west 

of the peninsula, makes Alava an unbeatable strategic 

location for the development of business activity in 

South West Europe.
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The most relevant international publication on the 

subject of direct foreign investment  (Financial Times, fDI 

Cities and Regions of the future 2016 /2017) awarded the 

Basque Country the title of best logistics connectivity 

of the medium sized European regions.

Alava, due to its strategic location and the availabili-

ty of land, has the highest concentration of potential 

top level logistics infrastructures and platforms that, 

together with the ports of Bilbao and Pasaia make 

up the excellent logistics connectivity node of the 

Basque Country. VIAL –Vitoria Alava Logistics Solution– is the brand 

that identifies and groups together a set of special-

ized infrastructures and industrial estates for logistics 

uses, concentrated in Alava. VIAL is the nucleus of 

the great logistics service of the Basque Country, the 

reference node for logistics in the north of Spain and 

a top level location on the logistics map of Europe. 

The existing infrastructures are joined following a 

huge investment with new projects launched that will 

strengthen the current great logistics potential.

C O N N E C T I V I T Y
THE BEST OF THE MEDIUM SIZED EUROPEAN REGIONS 

THE NUCLEUS OF THE LOGISTICS OFFER OF THE BASQUE COUNTRY:
9,000,000 m2  FOR LOGISTICS USES

Alava offers companies specific logistics solutions 

that facilitate connectivity with the whole world. 

The Adif Jundiz Intermodal Terminal and the Vitoria 

Intermodal Transport and Logistics Centre (CTVi), 

both in Jundiz Business Park, the Arasur Multimodal 

Logistics Platform and Vitoria International Airport 

are four top level infrastructures that make intermod-

al transfer possible by land, sea and air. 

Alava plays a fundamental role in the international 

freight traffic, constituting a true label of union be-

tween the Iberian Peninsula and the Continent.

INTERMODAL TRANSFER FOR ALL KINDS OF TRANSPORT

The key link in the logistics 
chain in Southwestern Europe

1 ARASUR, Multimodal Platform  • 2 Los Llanos 2 Industrial Estate   •  3 Subillabide  Industrial Estate •

4 VIT, New Intermodal Terminal of Vitoria • 5 Jundiz Intermodal Terminal (Adif) • 6 CTVi, Intermodal Transport and 

Logistics Centre of Vitoria • 7 Vitoria International Airport • 8 VIAP, Vitoria Industrial Air Park • 

9 Agurain Industrial Estate • 10 Galzar  Industrial Estate • 11 Asparrena-San Millán Industrial Estate • 

12 Okiturri Industrial Estate •
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North-South Axis of the Iberian Peninsula

East-West Axis of the Iberian Peninsula 

Railway

Main Road Network
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VITORIA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Air Freight Transport in Vitoria International Airport:  
Daily flights to Europe and Morocco and intercontinental connections.

The conditions of Vitoria International Airport permit it to operate with the largest freight planes in the world, such as the Antonov 225. It is 
the fourth airport in volume of freight in Spain and year after year is increasing its figures of freight transport especially due to the constant 
increase in e-trade activity.

Leading global logistics and express air transport companies such as FeDex and UPS and DHL operate from Vitoria International Airport. 
The latter has its hub in the airport for the South West of Europe and carries out over 50 daily movements in Vitoria (by air and land). Their 
recent investment and the enlargement of their terminal enable them to automatically process 18,000 items per hour.

Vitoria International Airport has excellent specialized 

infrastructures, such as its terminal of perishable 

goods and live animals and has the ideal services to 

operate with any kind of freight. The runway is 3,500 

metres long, its electronic equipment, which facilitate 

take-off and landing manoeuvres in low visibility con-

ditions, make it possible for the largest freight planes 

in the world to operate in this airport infrastructure. 

This airport has a long history managing complex 

goods-handling projects and is capable of offering a 

tailored service to cover all air freight procedures.

The following integrated service companies operate 

there: UPS, FeDex and DHL. The latter has a con-

nection node at the airport for a Spain, Portugal, the 

south of France and Morocco.

From Vitoria, a package can get to any country in the 

world in 24 or 48 hours.  

GLOBAL CONNECTIVITY IN 24-48 HOURS
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ARASUR MULTIMODAL PLATFORM INTERMODAL TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS
CENTRE OF VITORIA (CTVi)

Leaders in distribution have chosen Alava to set up their logistics platforms to be able to attend the whole of the north of Spain. Eroski has 
a logistics platform for fresh goods at CTVi . Mercadona has a large logistics centre in Jundiz, with 150,000 m2.

Arasur is located at the crossroads and railway junc-

tions of the North-South and East-West axes of the 

Iberian Peninsula.

The Port of Bilbao has its own railway terminal with 

direct access to these axes.  Arasur is a major freight 

distribution centre in the Iberian Peninsula with the 

Continent and constitutes an ideal location for in-

dustrial activity in a key spot for the VIAL intermodal 

logistics chain with the rest of the world.

It boasts the latest generation buildings and facili-

ties. It offers an extensive range of advanced services 

in hotel and catering, security, infrastructures and 

maintenance.

Located in the Jundiz Business Park–the largest in 

the north of Spain: 7 million m2–, very near to Vitoria 

International Airport. Over 700,000 m2 for logistics 

uses. Due to its connectivity with the Port of Bilbao it 

facilitates its companies the processing of goods with 

a sole transport card. There is a customs area and 

a wide range of services: public warehouse, scales, 

offices, free and tax zone, mechanical workshops, 

industrial vehicle repairs, maintenance and cleaning, 

rest areas, business centre and hotel infrastructure. 

THE LARGEST LOGISTICS PLATFORM IN THE NORTH OF SPAIN:
2,000,000 m2 FOR LOGISTICS AND INDUSTRIAL USES

CONNECTED WITH THE ADIF JUNDIZ RAILWAY TERMINAL.
OFFERS INTERMODAL PLOTS WITH DOUBLE ACCESS CARRIAGE-TRUCK
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A WIDE OFFER OF INDUSTRIAL AND 
LOGISTICS LAND WITH THE BEST 
CONNECTIVITY

NEW INFRASTRUCTURES

Well known multinationals, international transport 

and logistics firms and outstanding and industrial 

companies live together in six industrial estates, with 

a total surface area of 3,500,000 m2, alongside the 

A-1 motorway, on the axis of road and railway inter-

connections which the Province of Alava has for the 

traffic with the rest of the peninsula and southeast 

Europe. 

Alava Development Agency S.A. (AAD) is the public 

Company promoted by the Provincial Government to 

facilitate the availability of industrial land and infra-

structures in Alava. It is the main developer of these 

premises in the area, having developed over 5 mil-

lion m2 of industrial land since its creation. It has ur-

banized plots in estates spread across the province, 

with different productive and logistics orientations, 

mainly along the axis of the E5 (AP1–A-1) or close 

to the main towns. All the estates have, in addition, 

ultra-rapid latest generation broadband Internet con-

nections. 

THE LARGEST INFRASTRUCTURE EVER 

CONSTRUCTED IN THE BASQUE COUNTRY. 

This network, known as the Basque “Y”, is a Priori-

ty Axis of the Trans-European Transport Network of 

Corridor 7: Lisbon-Strasbourg. Its mixed function is 

for passenger and goods transport and its connec-

tion with logistics centres represents a great mile-

stone that strengthens the level of connectivity of the 

Basque Country. 

BASQUE HIGH SPEED RAILWAY NETWORK 

AN EXTENSIVE PARK OF ECONOMIC ACTIVI-

TIES LINKED TO VITORIA AIRPORT. 

It is directed to those companies that need to be 

close to an infrastructure that ensures global connec-

tivity to be able to get to their clients in a competitive 

way.

VITORIA INDUSTRIAL AIR PARK (VIAP)

WILL CHANNEL THE GOODS TRAFFIC TO THE 

WEST OF THE PYRENEES. 

Connected with the standard gauge to the Europe-

an Continent through the Basque High Speed Rail-

way Network. It will have double gauge, Iberian and 

standard and its dimension of 2,200 meters long 

by 220 wide, enables it to operate with competitive 

costs trains which are 750 meters long.

VITORIA INTERMODAL TERMINAL (VIT)

Panoramic views of the neuralgic centre of VIAL in the setting of Vitoria, crossing the A-1 motorway: 
To the left: Subillabide Industrial Estate.
In the centre: Vitoria International Airport.
To the right: Vitoria Intermodal Transport and Logistics Centre and the Adif Intermodal Terminal, 
integrated in the large Jundiz Business Park.
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Alava has a relevant economic performance, with 

GDP  per capita being 133.8% of the European Un-

ion average, based on the industrial sector which 

contributes 33.1% to the GDP of the province and 

provides employment for 26.5% of the working pop-

ulation.

Alava is a highly industrialized province, propor-

tionately, the most industrial in Spain, with an open 

economy capable of competing in the global world.

Alava exports over half of what it produces, which 

represents 30% of Basque Country exports.

In an economic fabric with 25,000 companies, the 

map of industrial activity in Alava reveals a consoli-

dated centre of competitiveness with a diverse pro-

ductive fabric of over 2,000 companies. The driving 

role of the large industrial plants of globally important 

companies clearly stands out, their qualified value 

chains, along with a dynamic group of smaller sized 

relevant local industrial companies, which in some 

cases are leaders in market niches on a global level 

and in others, are important on international level. 

These companies work in highly competitive sectors 

which are rooted in Alava such as: the Automotive 

Industry, Aeronautics, Rubber, Railways, Metallurgy, 

Glass, Drinks, Transport and Logistics.

PRODUCTIVE SETTING  
A HIGHLY INDUSTRIALISED PROVINCE WITH 
AN ECONOMY OPEN TO THE WORLD

COMPETITIVITY CENTRE

58.3% 33.1% 
BASQUE COUNTRY:  24.1% 
SPAIN:  17.8% 
EU-28: 19.3%

BASQUE COUNTRY:  122% 
SPAIN:  92% 
EU-28: 100%

BASQUE COUNTRY:  30.5% 
SPAIN: 22.9%

Industrial GDP  2016 Exports 2016 GDP per capita 2016

133.8%  GDP
AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY

RUBBER

METALLURGY

DRINKS

AERONAUTICS

RAILWAY

GLASS

TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS

Mercedes-Benz Plant. 
Vitoria-Gasteiz

Jundiz Business Park 

Subillabide and Los 
Llanos 2 Industrial 
Estates

Goiain Industrial Estate
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The best top of the range vehicle produced in Spain 
is manufactured by Mercedes-Benz in Vitoria.

MERCEDES-BENZ
Mercedes-Benz manufactures two models in Vitoria: 

V-Class and Vito. 

V-Class is a top of the range vehicle. The Vito commercial 

vehicle is named after the city of Vitoria and is also man-

ufactured as an electric vehicle, this being the first com-

mercial electric vehicle model manufactured in the world. 

Since its origins in 1954 until the present, the progress of 

this plant has been spectacular, reaching today a produc-

tion capacity of over 150,000 vehicles a year. Mercedes-

Benz Vitoria is positioned at the forefront of innovation 

due to its reconversion into an exemplary model of an 

intelligent factory. Its presence in Alava contributes to em-

ployment with over 5,000 directly related jobs.

MADE IN 

ÁLAVA
V A L U E D

WORLDWIDE
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Michelin has its largest industrial centre in 
Europe in Alava, with 430,000 m2.

Every two seconds a plane takes off or lands in the 
world that has been manufactured with products from 
this Basque firm. 

MICHELIN AERNNOVA
Present in Vitoria since 1966 and where 3,300 per-

sons manufacture 12 million high technology tyres 

for vehicles. Also produced in this factory are tyres 

for public works, engineering and mining known as 

«giant wheels»–among others, the largest wheel 

model that is manufactured in the world–. Their large 

logistics centre in Araia, on the Alava plain, covers 

80,000 m2, can store 1.8 million tyres and distrib-

ute 15 million tyres a year. In addition, 7,700 sea 

containers are channelled a year through the Port of 

Bilbao with civil engineering tyres. 

Aernnova is a Basque multinational company with its 

central headquarters in Alava. It is a leader in the de-

sign and production of aero structures. Its important 

role as a supplier of aeronautical structures place it 

as the main Tier 1 company in Spain and the tenth 

on a world level. It has been distinguished as the best 

supplier company by companies such as Embraer, 

Boeing and Airbus. This firm which began its aero-

nautical activity in 1986, participates in the world 

with over 25 programmes of planes and helicopters 

to design and manufacture different products. It has 

installations in 9 countries in Asia, America and Eu-

rope, and has a workforce of a de 4,700 people of 

which over 1,000 are engineers.

MADE IN 

ÁLAVA MADE IN 

ÁLAVA
V A L U E D

WORLDWIDE V A L U E D

WORLDWIDE



24 25

The bottling plant in Alava has the fastest can line 
on the continent (120,000 cans /h).

The wines of Rioja Alavesa are present in the best 
restaurants in the world. 

PEPSICO RIOJA ALAVESA
PepsiCo has the largest bottling plant of this firm in 

Europe here in Alava. Its deployment in this province, 

in 1992, started with a brand intimately linked to 

the recent history of Alava, Kas soft drinks, whose 

origins date back to 1927. The history of PepsiCo in 

Alava is full of landmarks: it is the benchmark plant 

for PepsiCo Drinks Operational Excellence in Western 

Europe. Its huge commitment to the environment has 

enabled it to reduce its consumption of water and 

energy by around 30% over the last 10 years and 

50% of its management board are women.

With 13,500 hectares of vineyards and slightly over 

250 bottling wineries, the wine sector of the Rioja 

Alavesa region is the most dynamic of the wine grow-

ing regions in Europe. Its excellent wines, with the Ri-

oja Designation of Origin, captivate due to their com-

mitment to quality in the most demanding markets 

in the world. It is difficult to find a better example 

of success in which tradition, innovation and natural 

excellence of the raw material are united, in order to 

describe the dizzying magic of this region and the 

wines that will be tasted with admiration in each of 

the 100 million bottles produced every year.   

ALAVA TO INVEST IN • PRODUCTIVE SETTING ALAVA TO INVEST IN • PRODUCTIVE SETTING 

MADE IN 

ÁLAVA MADE IN 

ÁLAVA
V A L U E D

WORLDWIDE V A L U E D

WORLDWIDE
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The Basque Science, Technology & Innovation Network (RVCTI)

Created in 1997, this network is integrated in the 

Basque Science, Technology and Innovation System 

and reflects the enormous technology commitment 

of the Basque Country to giving a high competitive 

value to production. It is a group of research, devel-

opment and innovation institutions that, working as 

a network, carry out a balanced mixture of R&D&i 

activities, capable of offering comprehensive techno-

logical and, at the same time, specialised products 

and services to the Basque business sector.

In Alava, the Technology Park houses over a hundred 

companies and outstanding technological research 

centres such as: the Aeronautical Technology Centre, 

Neiker, Siemens-Guascor, CIC Energigune and rele-

vant facilities of Tecnalia Research & Innovation, the 

first private applied Research centre in Spain and one 

of the most relevant in Europe. The BCSC-Basque Cy-

berSecurity Centre is also located in the park.

R&D AND TECHNOLOGY 
NETWORK

Agents in the Basque Science, 
Technology & Innovation Network

Scientific-University Subsystem
Universities
Cooperative Research Centres (CICs)
Basic and Excellence Research Centres (BERCs)

Technological Development & Innovation 
Subsystem
Technological Centres
Sector Centres 
International development and technological transfer 
Centres
Public Research Institutions
Certification and laboratory Institution
Business R&D Units
Health R&D Units

Innovation Support Subsystem
Technology Parks and Innovation and Company 
Centres  
Intermediary Innovation Bodies

Alava Technology Park.

The Basque Country is 
one of the three regions in 
southern Europe –and the 
only one in Spain– that 
belongs to the group of 
high innovation European 
regions.
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INDUSTRY, 4.0 • BIOSCIENCES & HEALTH • ENERGY

Initiative RIS3 of the European Union, aimed at the specialization of 
regions, led to three priorities being defined in the Basque Country: 
Advanced Manufacturing-Industry 4.0, Biosciences / Health and Energy. 
The implementation of this strategy in Alava aims to strengthen the 
competitiveness of the current productive system and develop new niches 
of opportunity.

Public Administration and companies, with a shared 

vision, have joined forces to carry out an industrial 

transformation to advanced, digitalized and connect-

ed manufacturing.

An excellent educational offer of dual training has 

been launched (education centre- work centre) –both 

University and Technical Training– focusing on indus-

try 4.0, which is a pioneer in Spain, with innovative 

qualifications and actions in the automotive industry, 

or digital industry. For the other two priorities, Energy 

and Biosciences and Health, relevant developments 

are also being made in Alava, grouping together new 

companies with technological bases and high com-

petitive capacities and centres with the vision of be-

ing the benchmark in the south of Europe.

RIS3, INTELLIGENT SPECIALIZATION 

BCSC-BASQUE CYBERSECURITY CENTRE

Launched in the Alava Technology Park by the Basque 
Government and registered in the Basque strategy 
RIS3, named Basque Industry 4.0., and, therefore, one 
of the objectives is to position the Basque Country 
as an international benchmark in the application of 
cybersecurity technologies to industry.

The BCSC, which is a CSIRT-Computer Security Incident 
Response Team, homologated in FIRST, the most 
important forum of Computer Incident response teams 
in the world, aims to lead public-private collaboration 
initiatives on both a local and an international level, and 
to be recognized as a meeting point for suppliers and 
users of cybersecurity.

PHARMALAB 4.0 

This is a strategic project by the Tecnalia Technology 
Research & Innovation Centre within the framework of 
the creation of a top level Pharmaceutical Development 
Pole in Alava Technology Park.

The Pharmacy Faculty of the UPV/EHU in the campus of 
Alava participates in the project and coordinates with the 
Unit of Clinical Trials of the Bioaraba Health Research 
Institute. 

CIC ENERGIGUNE- COOPERATIVE 
RESEARCH CENTRE 

Its headquarters are in the Alava Technology Park, and it 
is considered to be one of the five best research centres 
in Europe in energy storage technologies. 

The Centre focuses its activity on two main lines: 
electro-chemical storage (batteries & super-condensers) 
and thermal energy storage (efficiency in industrial 
processes and solar concentration plants).

ADVANCED MANUFACTURING
INDUSTRY 4.0

BIOSCIENCES
& HEALTH

ENERGY
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Spain Basque Country

ALAVA TO INVEST IN • OUR COMPANIES ALAVA TO INVEST IN • OUR WORKING POPULATION 

COMMITTED TO EXCELLENCE AND ADVANCED MANAGEMENT
The Basque Country is one of the European regions with the highest 
concentration of management recognition. To have properly trained staff is without doubt a 

fundamental and differentiating factor in the de-

velopment of competitive responses on behalf of 

organizations. Various indicators place the work-

ing population in Alava and the Basque Country 

among the most productive and highly qualified 

in Europe.

COMMITTED TO INTERNATIONALIZATION &
TO BUSINESS ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Basque Organizations and companies of all kinds are 

found among those awarded for their high levels of 

management and with an outstanding presence in 

EFQM international awards. This is the result of a great 

commitment to competitive improvement through 

management excellence, led by EUSKALIT-Advanced 

Management, the public-private foundation created 

in 1992 following an initiative of the Basque Govern-

ment. EUSKALIT has developed –with the participa-

tion of hundreds of organizations and thousands of 

persons– a suitable model for Basque society, which 

promotes among its social and  economic agents the 

advance and improvement of Knowledge Manage-

ment, Total Quality, Management Excellence, Innova-

tion and Corporate Social Responsibility.

Alava is one of the leading Spanish provinces for the 

number of exporting companies, with one of the high-

est percentages of internationalized companies in re-

lation to its productive network. The value per capita 

of Alava exports is almost four times the national av-

erage and is twice that of the Basque Country.

BIC Araba is a Business and Innovation Centre, under 

public management, located in the Alava Technology 

Park that has operated since 1989, as a driving force 

for the incorporation of new technologically based 

business projects in the Alava production system. Im-

portant international reference start-ups have taken 

their first steps in this business promotion centre.

OUR COMPANIES OUR WORKING POPULATION 

UK

Germany

Turkey

Hungary

France

Italy

Austria

Switzerland

Nederlands

45

43

38

28

15

15

11

11

8

8

27

EFQM EXCELLENCE AWARDS 2000-2017 
(FINALIST, PRIZES, AWARDS)

HAS ONE OF THE HIGHEST PRODUCTIVITY INDICES & UNIVERSITY
QUALIFICATIONS IN EUROPE

132.2%  

Productivity Index
per worker  2016

University  
qualifications  2015
people aged between 25-64 

BASQUE COUNTRY:  123.3% 
SPAIN:  101.6%
EU-28: 100%

47.8%
SPAIN:  35.1% 
EU-28: 30.1%
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 At the Vitoria-Gasteiz University School of Engineering several 
dual honours degrees as well as PhD courses focus on Industry 4.0. 
This is the first public university in Spain to offer a degree course in 
Automotive Technology .

 International standard research at the 
Pharmaceutical Technology Laboratory at the Pharmacy 
Faculty in Vitoria-Gasteiz.

 IKASLAN and EGIBIDE  meet the needs of businesses with its range of 
training.

A DUAL LEARNING MODEL, 
PIONEER IN SPAIN
Alava has set up an education 
model with innovative qualifications 
in which 50% of the training is 
carried out in the workplace. 

VOCATIONAL TRAINING WITH 
INTERNATIONAL PRESTIGE 
A reference point in innovation, 
entrepreneurial culture and new 
methodologies.  

FOUR UNIVERSITIES AND TWO 
IMPORTANT UNIVERSITY CENTRES OF 
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 

 G E N E R AT I N G     TA L E N T

The Public Administration, public and private edu-

cation centres, along with various companies, have 

participated in the design of  innovative training op-

tions–university and professional–, both for their new 

qualifications and methods –which include, among 

other elements, degrees in automotive technology, 

and digital industry– and for their system of dual 

learning. Another innovative characteristic is the col-

laboration between professional and university train-

ing in a study plan which ensures genuine continuity 

between vocational training and university studies. 

Professional or vocational training has been taking 

place in Alava for more than 70 years. There are two 

networks, one is public – IKASLAN, with 12 centres 

and another is private, EGIBIDE, with 5 centres. Both 

endorse the Basque model of Professional Training, 

which is an international point of reference due to its 

innovative capacity, its links to the production fab-

ric, the fostering of an entrepreneurial culture along 

with the setting up of companies within the training 

centres themselves and the starting up of new meth-

odologies, such as the recent instigation of the High 

Performance Cycles, a collaborative learning based 

on challenges.   

In Alava, the universities: UPV/EHU, UNED, Deusto-Egibide and 

a fourth, Euneiz, offer 60 university degrees between them with 

an extensive range of specialities in diverse areas: Engineering 

and Industry 4.0, Pharmacy, Humanities, Health, Sports, Digital 

Content and Creative Industries.

Vitoria has two top level university research centres which work 

in a wide variety of knowledge areas. Lascaray Research Centre 

is dedicated to Research of Excellence in the area of Bioscienc-

es and Life Quality. The relatively new Micaela Portilla Research 

Centre carries out important scientific research work in Social 

Sciences and Humanities and is currently the only one of its 

kind in the Basque Country.

 Lecture hall at the UPV/EHU University Campus of Alava.
 Lascaray  Research Centre.
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Cutting edge technological activity and the most an-

cient of human activities - livestock grazing– lie side 

by side in the Alava Technological Park. Almost half 

of its land area is covered by green areas, which are 

maintained, in the most natural way, by livestock 

which graze on the pastures. From these locally 

bred sheep, Idiazabal is made, a sheep’s cheese with 

Designation of Origin which is a frequent winner of 

international awards.  

A clear example of the support in Alava for the resil-

ience of the ecosystems and for balanced develop-

ment in which sustainable development and intelli-

gent development are combined.  

More than half of Alava is covered 
by protected areas. 
27% of its surface is integrated 
in the European Network Natura 
2000.

For decades environmental management has stressed 

the importance of preserving, protecting and restor-

ing the natural ecology of Alava in order to guarantee 

the quality of the environment within the province. Its 

protected nature and wildlife is catalogued in 5 Natu-

ral Parks, Sites of Community Importance (SCI), Spe-

cial Protection Zones (SPZ), Bird Special Protection 

Areas, Ramsar Wetlands of International Importance, 

Red Natura 2000, Unusual Trees and more than 60 

Unusual or Outstanding Landscapes.BALANCED GROWTH
The significant economic growth witnessed in Alava has gone hand in hand 
with a well-judged environmental management with regard to conserving 
and restoring its biodiversity and its ecosystems.

PROTECTED NATURE

DISCOVER ALAVA

The Izki Natural Park  is home to a magnificent golf course designed by Severiano Ballesteros, five times world match play champion.

The Gorbea Natural Park is the biggest in the Basque Country.The Gujuli waterfall has a vertical drop of more than 100 m.
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The beauty of Alava is evident in its sierras, its majes-

tic mountains and valleys or in its magical forests with 

their springs and rivers. In this province, as well as 

the varied landscapes, there are 13 different species 

of autochthonous fish, 15 amphibians, 20 reptiles, 

more than 150 birds, 60 mammals, more than 2,000 

plant species and at least 15,000 invertebrates. 

The Rioja Alavesa is situated in the south of the province 

of Alava, some 35 minutes from Vitoria-Gasteiz, and the 

magical town of  Laguardia is the capital of the region.

Visiting the Rioja Alavesa is a marvellous experience. An 

eloquent landscape stretching over a gently undulating 

sea of vines from the Sierra de Cantabria, scattered with 

small elegant towns which blend into the colours of the 

land, with a priceless artistic heritage, seeping with me-

dieval history. You can visit wineries boasting avant-gar-

de architecture and ancient bodegas in which time ap-

pears to have stood still. 

You will find wonderful hotels and restaurants and all 

the necessary services to accompany you in the discov-

ery of a world of different sensations.  

A VARIED AND 
EXTRAORDINARY 
COUNTRYSIDE 
Alava is the province with the 
greatest diversity of habitats as well 
as of animal and plant species in the 
Basque Country. 

DISCOVER ALAVA  • OUR PROVINCE DISCOVER ALAVA  • OUR PROVINCE

The beautiful landscape of the Aramaio Valley has been 
described as «little Switzerland».

 In the east of the Llanada Alavesa, the Sierra de Entzia 
boasts beautiful forests, mountain springs and waterfalls.   

A panoramic view of the Rioja Alavesa taken from the Balcón de la 
Rioja, situated in the viewing point on the road which follows the 
Herrera mountain pass connecting Vitoria with this wine region.   

The Harvest Festival  is an important event which is celebrated every 
year at a different location within the Rioja Alavesa.  

Labastida, with its 
excellent wines and 
rich heritage, is an 
unmissable visit.    

Elciego. 
In the Rioja Alavesa 
the cutting-edge 
architecture of some 
of the wineries paint 
a unique picture.

The medieval 
walled town of 
Laguardia conceals 
underground 
wineries below its 
houses, dating back 
to the 16th Century 
or before. 

RIOJA ALAVESA

A WORLD OF SENSATIONS 
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Salt Valley (Valle Salado), situated in Salinas de Añana is the 

locations of salt flats which have been naturally producing 

salt using traditional techniques for more than 6,500 years.

The restoration project for this unique site has been award-

ed the Europa Nostra Prize.

The Salt from Añana is considered by experts to be one 

of the best salts in the world and had been endorsed by 

renowned Michelin Star chefs who use it in their restaurants.

A visit to Salt Valley is a unique experience, besides the ex-

traordinary salt-related architecture, you can enjoy a salt 

spa or book a tasting session.

The Ayala Valley was the home of influential medieval no-

bility and a strategic point on the ancient trade routes. Its 

buildings represent a valuable historical heritage.  

The Txakoli Wine Route, visiting local wineries,  is an excel-

lent way to discover this delicious wine, typical of the Basque 

Country, along with well-known cheesemakers which make 

the famous cheese Idiazabal which has the Designation of 

Origin classification, which is recognised by the European 

Network of Culinary.

A valley in which the countryside exhibits all its splendour 

with its green and rolling hillsides and idyllic beauty spots.

SALT VALLEY
The Añana Salt Valley was the first 
area in Europe to be included by the 
United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FA0) in the list of Globally 
Important Agricultural Heritage Systems 
(GIAHS). 

AYALA VALLEY 
This valley has an important historical 
legacy, a magnificent gastronomy –with 
the txakoli wine route and the renowned 
cheesemakers – and spectacular and 
unique landscapes such as the Maroño 
Reservoir, the Sierra Salvada and the 
Nervión Waterfall.

A spectacular view of the Maroño Reservoir, with the  Sierra Salvada in the 
background.

The historic buildings in the medieval town of Artziniega are some of the best 
conserved in the Basque Country.

The Nervión Waterfall. The viewpoint built on the edge of the cliff affords an 
impressive panoramic view of the highest waterfall on the Iberian Peninsula, 
222 m.
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NETWORK OF GREEN ROUTES
An unforgettable experience is to discover Alava through its network of 
Green Routes. More than one thousand kilometres of paths for hikers and 
cyclists. 

VITORIA, THE HIDDEN JEWEL
In Vitoria, there is not one star attraction that stands out, what seduces us is 
the city as a whole. Vitoria-Gasteiz: discretely seductive.

It is possible to cover Alava from north to south 

or from east to west using the Network of Green 

Routes. The Green Route of the former Basque-

Navarre Railway, the Green Route of the Ullibar-

ri-Gamboa Reservoir, the Green Route of Vito-

ria-Gasteiz or the Fish and the Wine Route are 

just a few of the many routes which provide the 

visitor with an unforgettable encounter with na-

ture, with the villages of Alava and with the ex-

ceptional landscapes and beauty spots. The Ala-

va sections of the Camino de Santiago (The Way 

of St James) and the Camino Ignaciano (The Way 

of Ignatius) also make up part of this network. 

The Ullibarri-Gamboa reservoir has a network of paths and 
cycle routes making it possible to circumnavigate the whole 
reservoir.   

Virgen Blanca Square, nerve centre of the city.

 The Wetlands in the Salburua Park are a mark of identity of 
an environmentally friendly and modern city.

Vitoria-Gasteiz is nowadays a city of more than 

250,000 inhabitants– the second largest in the region- 

thereby resembling the ideal European city model of 

a medium sized city. It was founded in 1181, growing 

from the hilltop hamlet of Gasteiz; it expanded below 

to the plain by means of a brilliant example of an ar-

chitectonic solution, Los Arquillos, a group of arcades 

and squares descending in stages; it grew during the 

romance  period, with magnificent squares and parks. 

Latterly, a modern city has emerged, characterized by 

balanced growth and high quality infrastructure, care-

fully tailored for the welfare of its inhabitants.   

Vitoria has achieved the admirable condition of being 

a city of many kinds: medieval and Romantic, modern 

and environmentally friendly. A welcoming and com-

fortable capital, designed for life.
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MEDIEVAL VITORIA 
The Medieval District of Vitoria-Gasteiz has 
been awarded three top European Union 
Cultural Heritage prizes «Europa Nostra»– for 
rehabilitation and the restoration of emblematic 
areas and buildings.  

If you visit Vitoria-Gasteiz, you must not miss the 

heart of the city: the medieval district. An unusu-

al outline in the shape of a pointed arch borders 

a latticework of streets which maintain the name 

of the trades which, from the early 13th century 

and for several hundred years, were plied daily 

in this beautiful and prosperous town. The Santa 

María Cathedral–an unmissable visit–, the 11th 

century wall, the Machete Square, various pal-

aces, chapels and churches may take you back 

to a far-off time, very different from the bustling 

atmosphere which, at certain times of the day, 

can be found on these streets nowadays, full of 

small charming taverns, restaurants and shops. 

The exterior of the Santa María Cathedral reveals its origins as a stronghold 
and the interior houses its mystical architecture. The writer Ken Follet was 
inspired by this cathedral to write «World Without End», the second part of the 
international best-seller «The Pillars of the Earth».

 City Wall of Vitoria-
Gasteiz, XI century.

 Montehermoso Palace 
XVI century.

 Machete Square.

The most popular walk for residents and visitors is a wonderful route which 

coincides with a section of the Way of St James which crosses the city. From 

Virgen Blanca Square up to the Armentia Woods is barely 30 minutes on foot. 

Along this short route there are three parks, three museums, the Basque Par-

liament building and Ajuria Enea Palace, the residence of the Lehendakari, 

President of the Basque Government. It is well worth following this route along 

Senda Promenade, with its mansions dating back to the early 20th century, 

to the splendid 12th century Romanesque Church that is the Basilica of San 

Prudencio of Armentia.

 The Florida Park (XIX century) is a 
collection of Romantic style gardens  with 
species of trees from all over the world, most 
of which were acquired from the Universal 
Exhibition in Paris in 1855.

The expansion of  Vitoria-Gasteiz began at the end of the 18th century with the construction of 
the Plaza Nueva and Los Arquillos.

 Busy Dato street, originally called Station 
street, as it was designed in the middle of the 
19th century as a connecting road to the train 
station.

The Romantic extension of the city, with its 
pedestrian areas, shops, squares and gardens invites 
the visitor to stroll around.

ROMANTIC VITORIA 

 From left to right:
Ajuria Enea Palace, Alava Museum of Fine 
Arts, Senda Promenade and the Basilica of 
San Prudencio of Armentia.
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Basque cuisine is one of the most 
appreciated throughout the world. 
Alava has excellent local produce. 
Discovering it is a delight for the senses.    

The Basque Country has the highest concentration per capita of 

Michelin Stars in the world. The international success of Basque 

cuisine has its origin in the extraordinary quality of its local pro-

duce. As well as tasting both Basque traditional cooking and the 

Basque Nouvelle Cuisine you must try the pintxos, varied and 

succulent mouth-watering snacks- available in most bars.  

OUR GASTRONOMY
The growth of the modern city, from the middle 

of the 20th century, has been spectacular and has 

been carried out in an exemplary way. An urban 

planning model which is characterized by criteria 

of social cohesion and a commitment to environ-

mental awareness. A trajectory that has won inter-

national recognition, with numerous awards for the 

initiatives taken in areas of sustainability, such as 

the recent Biosphere Responsible Tourism certifica-

tion which endorses its condition as a Sustainable 

Tourism Destination.

A clear example of this work is the Anillo Verde 

(Green Ring), an ambitious project of environmental 

recovery of the periphery of the city –began during 

the decade of the 90s of the last century – which 

strategically entwines six parks on the outskirts of 

the city with the population centre. A magnificent 

recreational green zone which surrounds the city, 

with a route for walkers and cyclists stretching for a 

total of 30.8 km.  

Vitoria was named European Green 
Capital, the highest European award  
for a city for its commitment to the 
environment.

 Vitoria-Gasteiz, with 42 square metres per inhabitant, is one of the European cities 
with the most extensive area of green spaces and gardens per person. In the picture: 
Armentia Woods, one of the six parks on the Green Ring entwined around the city.

 The Europa Congress Palace is a benchmark for sustainable architecture.

The Ataria building is the location of the Salburua Wetlands Interpretation Centre, which is part of the Green Ring.

GREEN AND MODERN VITORIA 

DISCOVER ALAVA  • OUR PROVINCE DISCOVER ALAVA  • OUR GASTRONOMY
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Its strategic location has enabled Alava to be both 

witness to and participant in the passage of his-

tory from the times of the Roman Empire. In the 

Middle Ages, Alava acquired a relevant role due its 

privileged location –at the crossroads of the trade 

routes and as border province between kingdoms-; 

due to this, many places within the province boast 

a valuable historic heritage and defensive struc-

tures can be still be seen in numerous town and vil-

lages. Arising from this situation, Alava acquired a 

privileged legal statute, los fueros, which bestowed 

upon it a level of government self-rule which has 

lasted until the present day and in which  the prov-

ince was given the title of  Territorio Histórico. 

OUR HERITAGE

DISCOVER ALAVA • OUR HERITAGE DISCOVER ALAVA • OUR HERITAGE

Alava has a valuable historical artistic heritage.  A legacy that bears witness to 
the significant role that this province played from the Middle Ages onwards as a 
strategic location for trade routes and neighbouring kingdoms.

The Diocesan Museum of Sacred Art, situated in the 
Cathedral of María Inmaculada de Vitoria –known 
as the New Cathedral– exhibits important pieces 
of artistic heritage from Alava ranging from the 
Romanesque to the Baroque periods. 

 The Monastery of Estibaliz, 12th century, is about  8 km from 
Vitoria. This Romanesque  jewel is one of the most significant 
monuments in the Basque Country  dating from the Middle 
Ages.

 Peñacerrada, with its  high turrets, is located in a natural 
beauty-spot; on the road – via the Herrera mountain pass- 
between Vitoria and the Rioja Alavesa.

 Magnificant polychromatic stone portico 
in the church of Santa María de los Reyes de 
Laguardia, in the Rioja Alavesa.

 The walled town of Antoñana can be found 
near Izki Natural Park and its golf course. 
The streets still resemble those of a medieval 
settlement and invite the visitor on an evocative 
trip back in time.   

 The medieval town of Salvatierra-Agurain was, 
together with Vitoria-Gasteiz, one of the most 
important strongholds in Alava for centuries.   

 Villanañe is half way between Valle Salado 
(Salt Valley) and the Valderejo Natural Park. 
Here the impressive Varona Palace-Tower was 
constructed. This is the only fortress in Alava that 
has kept its moat.  

 There is a fine example of Gothic painting in the 
walls of San Martín de Tours in Gazeo, located in the 
Llanada Alavesa close to Salvatierra. 

The Crucified Christ is a magnificent and moving piece 
by José de Ribera, one of the universal masters of 
Baroque painting. 

 The funeral chapel of the Ayala family 
is one of monuments in Quejana, in the 
Ayala Valley.

 In Alava numerous megalithic monuments can 
be found. The photograph  shows the Dolmen La 
Chabola de la Hechicera (Dolmen of the Witch’s 
Shack) in Elvillar in the Rioja Alavesa.

 The walled town of Labraza, in the Rioja 
Alavesa, winner of the  World Walled Town 
of the Year award in 2008.
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LIVING IN ALAVA

According to the most recent report published 

by the United Nations Development Program 

(UNDP), Alava features in the top eight popula-

tions in human development from among 188 

countries. HDI measures the development of a 

country according to three very important fac-

tors: health, education and economic standard.

Annual public health expenditure per inhabitant 

in the  Basque Country is one of the highest in 

the world.

The Basque Education System enjoys interna-

tional prestige. Schooling is free from 3 to 16 

years of age and obligatory from the age of 6. 

The trilingual linguistic model (Basque, Spanish 

and English ) begins at 4 years of age.

Alava’s inhabitants have one of the highest lev-

els of purchasing power in Spain.

The percentage of GDP spent on social services 

is twice the Spanish average. The amount spent 

per inhabitant on social services is also the high-

est in the Basque Country. The Alava Provincial 

Council, through the Provincial Social Welfare In-

stitute (IFBS) undertake an extensive catalogue of 

programs and social services. There are 163 care 

centres covering the whole province. 

Vitoria has an admirable municipal network of 

social-cultural and sports infrastructures, espe-

cially noted for their proximity –spread around 

different neighbourhoods– for the diversity of the 

activities –programs, courses, and workshops– 

and for the quality of the installations: 14 Civic 

Centres and numerous sports installations, of 

which almost 40% of the population are paying 

members.     

OUR SOCIAL MODEL OUR URBAN MODEL
The population of Alava has one of the index rankings for human 
development (HDI) in the world. 

In Alava the proximity and the quality of the social services and the 
network of social-cultural and sports centres stand out.

Alava University Campus. Vitoria-Gasteiz Alava University Hospital (HUA) in Vitoria-Gasteiz The Alava Social Welfare Institute carries out an extensive catalogue of programs and social services aimed at the elderly, the 
disabled,  people  in need and other marginalised sectors of the population.  

The Civic Centres are municipal facilities located in different neighbourhoods of the city which house a variety of services, cultural, 
sports, educational and social-community awareness programs as well as being one-stop shops for information and social care 
services for the citizens. Vitoria also has six major sports complexes.  

 The principal food Market in Vitoria, the Mercado de Abastos, not only offers excellent 
Basque products, but with its bars and cafes, it is a lively meeting point right in the centre of 
the city. 
 Small boutiques, the biggest brands on the market and modern shopping centres can all be 
found, underlining the high quality of life in Vitoria and Alava.



 The Basque Contemporary Art Museum-Centre–Artium– is 
home to one of the best collections of Spanish modern art.

 The  Vitoria Jazz Festival is held in July. For over 40 years there have 
been unforgettable performances from great international stars. The brilliant 
trumpeter Wynton Marsalis composed and dedicated to Vitoria and its jazz 
festival the moving album “Vitoria Suite”.

 The star-studded program of the Azkena Rock Festival in brings tens of 
thousands of people from different countries.  

  At the International Vitoria Theatre Festival, hundreds of theatre companies 
–both classical and avant-garde  – have captivated a loyal audience for 
various generations who, year in year out, sell out the Principal Theatre and the 
municipal network of theatres in October.

 For several decades now Vitoria has become the European capital of magic in 
September with the Magialdia Festival. 

 At the Fine Arts Museum of Alava it is possible to see a magnificent 
representation of Basque traditional art.

 During the Fiestas and celebrations in 
Alava, Basque culture vibrates with music 
and dance. In the photograph, Basque 
dancers in Lanciego, Rioja Alavesa.

 Each 4th of August, The Fiestas 
of La Blanca in Vitoria bring 
together tens of thousands of 
people.   

 The Bibat Museum is a two sided attraction: the  Alava Archaeology Museum 
and the Fournier Playing Card Museum, with one of the best collections of 
playing cards in the world.  

Alava is the home of major international events for 

Jazz, Rock, Magic and Theatre. The network of mu-

seums stands out and, in fact, there are 7 important 

museums in Vitoria. There is a dynamic cultural scene 

which is reflected by the extensive program of daily 

events. There are a wide variety of educational and 

training opportunities in different creative areas - for 

visual arts, for music and for the theatre. 

Within the province Alava there is a wide network of 

installations and areas prepared for sports, both in 

the countryside and in the urban areas, designed for 

a population with an active sports life.    

Top level sport is also very evident in Alava, with ma-

jor international events of various kinds and enthusi-

astic supporters who get behind the local clubs which 

compete in the highest national divisions for men and 

women.   

Promoting the practise of sports from both the as-

pect of functional diversity and from the capability 

and potential of each person is also a relevant aspect 

which helps to define the sporting arena of Alava.  

OUR CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT OUR SPORTING ENVIRONMENT 
Alava offers an extensive cultural program, outstanding  museums and  
major international events.  

The participation, the passion for high level competition and the drive to 
promote the taking part in sports for all elements of society, define the 
sporting environment in Alava.  

LIVING IN ALAVA  • OUR OUR CULTURAL ENVIRONMENT LIVING IN ALAVA  • OUR SPORTING ENVIRONMENT 

 Baskonia is one of the major basketball teams in Europe. 
Its home, the Buesa Arena Stadium in Vitoria, has a capacity of  
15,504.  

   The sporting elite and enthusiastic citizens compete and feature together in a sporting 
calendar full of major events:  Marathon, Triathlon, Mountain Bike Extreme BTT, Ultra Trail, 
Gran Fondo, Wine Run…

 The  Zuzenak Sports Club is a sports body 
whose principal objective is to promote and 
manage the practice of sports among people 
with physical disabilities in Alava. Several 
sportsmen and sportswomen of different sports 
from this club have a promising international 
future. 

 The sport of Basque pelota is very 
popular in Alava.

 Rural sports are very common all over Alava. 
In the photograph we can see an “aizkolari” 
(wood cutter) in action.

  The  Basketball association ARASKI AES 
is a project set up for the promotion and 
training of  women in basketball. The first team 
compete in the highest division of women’s 
basketball in Spain. 

  Since 1921 Deportivo Alaves football club, nicknamed “El 
Glorioso”, has formed part of our history and the daily life of 
generations of men and women from Alava. In the photograph, 
a game between Alaves and Real Madrid.    

 In Alava it is possible to play golf both in the capital, Vitoria, 
and in the heart of the countryside. There are two 18 hole golf 
courses and three 9 hole courses. In the photograph, Izki Golf, 
an excellent course in the heart of the Izki Natural Park.  
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